DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURAL AND FORESTRY SCIENCES

DEPARTMENT HANDBOOK
A.Y. 2016 / 2017

DAFNE

DEPARTMENT
OF AGRICULTURAL
AND FORESTRY SCIENCES

Department Handbook
A.Y. 2016 / 2017

Three-year bachelor’s degree courses
Master’s degree courses
Postgraduate study

INDEX

Welcome from the Head of Department

4

COURSES – ACADEMIC YEAR 2016/2017
Bachelor’s degree courses
Master’s degree courses
Postgraduate study

6
7
17
30

ADMINISTRATION OFFICES
AND STUDENT SERVICES

34

ACADEMIC CALENDAR

35

USEFUL INFORMATION

36

WELCOME FROM
THE HEAD OF DEPARTMENT

A
Prof. Nicola Lacetera
Head of Department

s Head of Department I have the privilege to welcome you and to describe
briefly some general aspects of the
department to which you have decided to entrust your university career.
The Department of Agricultural and Forestry Sciences
(DAFNE) of the University of Tuscia has inherited a precious part of the Faculty of Agriculture of this University and
it is characterised as being the only university department
of Lazio to offer a full range of higher education (bachelor’s degrees, master’s degrees and research doctorates)
in the various fields of agricultural and forestry sciences.
In addition to the study pathways of these fields,
we have added a three-year bachelor’s degree in
Mountain Sciences, which is offered in the city of
Riete, and a master’s degree course in the field of
agricultural biotechnology, which is at the same
high level as all the other courses offered in Viterbo.
The study pathways described in detail in the following pages, have been developed to suit the specific
scientific and technical expertise of the department’s
teaching staff and with a watchful eye on what is
happening in the world of work. This latter aspect is,
however, the one that enables our graduates to find
the best professional employment opportunities in the
space of a short time from being granted the degree.
The theoretical component of the courses is combined
with applied practical work, a key aspect, which is included in the majority of subjects. This is carried out primarily in teaching and research laboratories, and at the
experimental teaching farm of the University of Tuscia.
You will have therefore the maximum opportunity
to develop applied practical skills in traineeships.
The Department organises these with professional
organizations, which deal with agro-food and fore4

stry products, and with various other institutions
and businesses working in the sector, for example in
agricultural production, transformation and commercialisation, and also in parks and nature reserves, etc.
Finally, another opportunity to acquire specific practical skills comes with the preparation of the final
dissertation (bachelor’s) and the thesis (master’s).
Another vital aspect of the training we offer here is the close connection that exists between teaching and research
activities. The research activities that the Department
proposes are among the best in academia, either nationally or internationally, and represent the main source of
knowledge for updating or integration of programmes
and teaching methods. It is in this type of research that
the students themselves, whether preparing their theses
for the master’s degree or carrying out activities for
their research doctorate, become the real protagonists.
Teaching at DAFNE is characterised by its clear international character. Right from the beginning of
their bachelor’s degrees, students are offered the
possibility to carry out a portion of their training at
universities or research institutions abroad. The teaching staff of the Department encourage the mobility
of the students within programmes, such as Erasmus.
One final aspect that I would like to underline is that the
DAFNE and the University of Tuscia have been, for many
years, creating numerous initiatives, such as work placements, and ‘Porta Futuro’ (Future Openings), etc. which
aim to facilitate the relationship between students / new
graduates and the world of work, which ease the search for
professional employment and entry into the job market.
I would like to conclude this brief presentation by
wishing you all, on behalf of all the Department staff and
myself, a very satisfying experience at DAFNE. I hope
that you work hard and make full use of all the opportunities that you will be offered, to grow as individuals
and professionals, and consequently to be able to face
any challenge that you encounter after your degree.
5

DAFNE

COURSES
A.Y.2016/2017

BACHELOR’S DEGREE COURSE (L-25)

AGRICULTURAL AND
ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES

Course Director
Prof. Gabriele Dono
dono@unitus.it
0761 357275
Student Office
Dott.ssa Claudia Menghini
Tel. 0761 357263
Sig. Cosimo De Pace
Tel. 0761 357582
Academic Office
Administrator
Dott.ssa Lorena Remondini
Tel. 0761 357286 - 219
dafne@unitus.it

Teaching Aims
The course offers transferable knowledge and skills
in various aspects of agricultural and environmental
sciences, such as:
{ production and protection of agriculture;
{ breeding of the main zootechnical species;
{ the first transformations of agro-zootechnica 		
produce;
{ agricultural economics and politics in related
agricultural sectors;
{ rural valuations and the commercialization of 		
agricultural produce;
{ main technologies for the production chain.
At the same time, the course deals with the themes
of sustainability and environmental protection, in
the field of agriculture. In this way, the course trains
students for the profession of Junior Agronomist,
according to legislation DPR 328/2001. The combination of available knowledge and expertise offers a
systematic vision of the agricultural and zootechnical
produce sector.
The structure of the bachelor’s degree course is organised along two study pathways: Scienze Agrarie and Ambientali (Agricultural and Environmental
Sciences) and Biotecnologie Agrarie (Agricultural Biotechnology). These offer the student the possibility
to focus their attention on very specific themes in the
field of Agricultural Sciences.
The programme Agricultural and Environmental
Sciences includes four core modules: Agriculture &
Environment, Territory, Environment and Landscape,
Zootechnics and Quality Control Certification of Produce and Agricultural Processes.
These core modules deal with the most important
issues in the agricultural field and are the key to remaining competitive in the sector. They provide solid
basic training and develop specialisations thanks to
intense practical training programmes in the field and
in the lab, visits to businesses, work experience and
traineeships.
The highly multidisciplinary nature of the course prepares students to pursue various fields of continued
8
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study at a master’s level. Furthermore, it equips students with the skills to operate directly in the sector
of agriculture or similar areas, with the capacity to
interact with a diverse range of professionals.
The programme Agricultural Biotechnology teaches
the basic principles of agricultural, plant and animal
biotechnology and enables students to interact critically in the issues related to biotechnological applications in the field of agriculture. In addition to supplying the specific academic requirements to attain
the MSc LM7, the programme equips students with
the basic practical skills for agricultural biotechnology.
The teaching aims of the study pathway Agricultural
and Environmental Sciences aim, above all, to consolidate basic scientific knowledge. This will enable
students to acquire the various skills for the management of plant and animal production, in the design of
installations and facilities for agricultural use or for
animal husbandry, in plant health protection, in the
transformation of agricultural produce, in the economic-technical management of businesses and in the
valuation of agricultural resources.
The specific aim of the biotechnological programme
is to equip students with the basic skills in order to
understand the areas and issues of development in
the agricultural biotechnological sector.
The Department collaborates with a vast network of
qualified businesses which operate in the most wideranging sectors of agriculture, which offer students
the possibility to experience practical aspects of their
training and working methods in the various sectors.
This is a gradual process, which introduces the student to the realities of production processes during
their mandatory period of traineeship or the writing
of their final paper. The three-year study programme
enables the student to develop the skills to appraise
and critically analyse problems and to formulate solutions.

9
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Career Opportunities
A degree in Agricultural and Environmental Sciences
can offer you a wide-range of career opportunities, for
example, in plant and animal production, safeguarding
the environment and the territory, in addition to
the technical-economic sector of agriculture. The
course will prepare you for the skilled position of
Junior Agronomist. As a graduate, you are invited
to register with the Albo B of the Ordine Nazionale
of the Agronomi e Forestali (The National Registry
of Qualified Agronomists and Forestry Experts),
following the successful outcome of the State Exam.

10
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BACHELOR’S DEGREE COURSE (L-25)

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY
FOR THE CONSERVATION
OF FORESTS, NATURE
AND ENVIRONMENT

Course Director
Prof. Angela Lo Monaco
lomonaco@unitus.it
Tel. 0761 357401
Student Office
Dott.ssa Claudia Menghini
Tel. 0761 357263
Sig. Cosimo De Pace
Tel. 0761 357582
Academic Office
Administrator
Dott.ssa Lorena Remondini
Tel. 0761 357286 - 219
dafne@unitus.it

Teaching Aims
Science and Technology for the Conservation of Forests,
Nature and Environment (SFN) is the only course at the
University of Tuscia to deal with the issues regarding forestry environments. As a student it will equip you with a
highly tuned awareness of environmental management.
The three-year degree course has been developed in
collaboration with the National Registry of Forestry Professionals, Regional organisations and the State Forest
Rangers. It acts as a bridge between natural scientific
theory and the application of design and other practical
skills. This practical applied approach has been designed
to facilitate your entry into the world of work.
The core subjects are: nature conservation, prevention of
damage to and restoration of coastal, hill and mountain
environments, and the sustainable management of forests and natural resources. Central themes include the
analysis and monitoring of forest ecosystems, and the
sustainable management and certification of forest, timber, waterways and fauna resources.
The course will give you a marked capacity to apply the
knowledge you have learnt in practical ways, such as
planning and carrying out reforestation works and the reconstruction of wooded areas, forestry engineering and
the protection of soil and water sources, and rectifying
and repairing river banks and beds. These skills will contribute to the prevention and to the containment of the
process of deterioration of the landscape, such as desertification and forest fires, and to the use of renewable
energy sources. As a student, you will also acquire skills
in the management of nature reserves, which are also of
cultural and / or recreational value. Furthermore, you will
feel encouraged by the knowledge that the timber used
in transformation processes, comes from responsibly
managed forests.
The practical activities are carried out either in specific
laboratories or in the field. Your training will be completed with a training period in Alpine and Apennine environments and with the Erasmus student mobility programme, traineeships and work experience with national
and international businesses and establishments.
The course has been designed to be flexible to allow
you the possibility to personalise your study programme
12
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and to acquire highly specific professional skills in the
management of protected areas, natural resources and
forests, and in eco-engineering design.
After the first year of obligatory core studies, you can
choose one of the two study pathways offered in Viterbo: ‘Gestione delle aree protette e del paesaggio’ and
‘Ecoingegneria’ (‘Management of Protected Areas and
the Landscape’ and ‘Eco Engineering’).
The programme Eco Engineering will suit you if you wish
to strengthen your knowledge of aspects related to pedology, the safety issues related to forestry machinery,
traditional and renewable energy sources, and the planning and management of green areas.
The programme Management of Protected Areas and
the Landscape will suit you if you wish to strengthen
your knowledge of aspects related to the conservation
of forest biodiversity, the role of herbaceous and arboreous plants grown in a rural landscape, the interaction
of wildlife with human activities and the management
of zootechnical installations in mountain environments,
and local wildlife and hunting.
As an SFN graduate, you will be a professional who is
able to objectively manage renewable natural resources,
primarily forests, or work in the highly topical fields of
conservation of biodiversity, the protection of the agroforest landscape and the management of nature reserves.
Career Opportunities
This degree course will prepare you to find employment
as an agronomist and junior forestry administrator, specialising in the management of parks, eco engineering
projects, environmental control, the enhancement of forest and mountain resources, or as a technician for companies in the public or private sector, park and reserve
authorities, and local public and private establishments.
By passing a national selection, you can become an inspector in the State Forestry Corps, or in other technical
military corps with the same skill requirements.
Finally, as a graduate, you are invited to register with the
Albo B of the Ordine Nazionale of the Agronomi e Forestali (The National Registry of Qualified Agronomists
and Forestry Experts).

13
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BACHELOR’S DEGREE COURSE (L-25)

MOUNTAIN SCIENCES
Location: Via Angelo Maria Ricci, 35/A
02100 Rieti

14
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Director
Prof. Bartolomeo Schirone
schirone@unitus.it
Tel. 0761 357391
Student Office Viterbo
Dott.ssa Claudia Menghini
Tel. 0761 357263
Sig. Cosimo De Pace
Tel. 0761 357582
Student Office Rieti
Sig.ra Sara Ferri
Tel. 0746 690027 - 253334
s.cittaducale@unitus.it
Academic Office
Administrator
Dott.ssa Lorena Remondini
Tel. 0761 357286 - 219
dafne@unitus.it

Teaching Aims
The bachelor’s degree course in Mountain Sciences
(L-25) is the only one of its kind in Italy. It gives you
a unique opportunity, therefore, to take a three-year
degree course, and to gain professional expertise in
analysis, planning and management of mountain areas and their resources, with particular reference to the
Apennine and Mediterranean areas.
With this aim in mind, the course has expanded on the
university training of the graduate in Agricultural and
Forestry Sciences towards new directions of promoting the mountain environment, in terms of the economy, tourism and new business growth.
In particular, the training programme aims to prepare you as a technician with varied skills in the forestry, agricultural, environmental and economic sectors
by means of a study pathway dedicated to the management of natural resources and mountain areas
and their promotion, in economic and environmental
terms.
Furthermore, it will enable you to identify and prevent
risk of environmental damage, and to propose sustainable solutions for the promotion of hill and mountain
agriculture and their relative produce, not to mention
the connected potential of green tourism.
As a student, you will gain sufficient knowledge of
core subjects, such as chemistry and biology, and the
teaching of these will be directed towards their practical application. You will also learn the fundamentals
of scientific research methodology, while having concrete and constant contact with the latest and most
advanced methods of analysis of environmental specifications. The majority of teaching will be in the applied multidisciplinary field of agro-forest engineering,
which offers the correct approach for the elaboration
of projects and reconstruction of wooded areas for
the protection of the soil and water sources, and rectification and repair of river banks and beds. This will
contribute to the prevention and containment of the
process of deterioration of the landscape, and improve
the production, harvesting and promotion of mountain
produce.
You will acquire skills to enable you to reclaim mar15
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ginalised geographic and socio-economic areas of
mountain environments with significant naturalistic
and recreational value, through, for example, the planning and design of parks and protected areas.
Mountain Sciences
This course will transform you into a professional, by
using an applied practical approach, which will facilitate and hasten your entry into the job market. At the
same time it will equip you with the necessary skills
and tools to continue your studies at a master’s level.
Your training will be completed with a training period
in Alpine and Apennine environments and with the
Erasmus student mobility programme, traineeships
and work experience with national and international
businesses and establishments.

Career Opportunities
As a graduate in Mountain sciences you will be qualified to sit an examination to carry out the following
state regulated professions:
{ agronomist and junior forestry administrator
(subsequent to passing the State Exam, section B);
{ agro-technician;
{ agricultural consultant;
{ industrial consultant;
As a graduate in Mountain sciences you will be able
to find employment in various ministerial positions,
with the regional authorities, park and protected area
institutions, mountain communities, industry, planning
and consultancy studios, and businesses, in particular,
those which operate in mountain environments, with
specific reference to the promotion of mountain environment resources and the safeguarding of the landscape.
You will be able to collaborate in activities of environmental associations, with particular reference to
the sector of publishing.
Finally, you could also be employed as a teacher on
professional training courses, giving individual or group
lessons, training students in the safe use of machinery
and tools used in the forestry and environmental fields.
16
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MASTER’S DEGREE COURSE (LM-7)

BIOTECHNOLOGY FOR
AGRICULTURE, ENVIRONMENT
AND HEALTH

17

GUIDA DI DIPARTIMENTO

Course Director
Prof. Umberto Bernabucci
bernab@unitus.it
Tel. 0761 357439
Student Office
Dott.ssa Claudia Menghini
Tel. 0761 357263
Sig. Cosimo De Pace
Tel. 0761 357582
Academic Office
Administrator
Dott.ssa Lorena Remondini
Tel. 0761 357286 - 219
dafne@unitus.it

Teaching Aims
The main teaching aims of the master’s degree
course (LM-7) are to complete and expand on the
knowledge acquired in the bachelor’s degree courses
in Biotechnology, Agricultural Sciences and Biological
Sciences, but not to the exclusion of other degrees.
The specific training objectives of the master’s degree course LM-7 are to prepare graduates with more
in-depth knowledge of the scientific aspects of biotechnology, culminating in the development of organisms of interest to the world of agriculture, to the
quality control and health of agricultural produce and
to the production of biomolecules from living matter,
which has a medium to high added value of potential
health interest.
In fact, the application of advanced technologies can
improve, in a wide sense, plant, animal and microbe
production. At the same time, by using a holistic approach, we can keep a watchful eye on safeguarding
the environment.
Today, the world economic context, Italy included, is
asking the agricultural and biological sectors in general, not only to satisfy the increasing demand for food
and biomolecules, but also to produce them to a high
quality standard in terms of nutrition and health value,
which must respect the safety and traceability procedures, starting from renewable resources and privileging biotechnological processes. The health and wellbeing of the population are thus, key aspects.
The course trains graduates who have the knowledge
and the capacity to analyse various biological systems
in order to plan and design solutions to the problems
of plant, animal and microbe production. Students will
learn to do this in a rational, innovative and eco-compatible way, while at the same time, taking into consideration socio-economic and political contexts, and
not least, the factors necessary for the maintenance
and safeguarding of the production systems and the
environment.
The structure of the course in two study pathways
shares core modules in economy, chemistry, molecular biology and pharmacology, and the genetic improvement of plants and animals of agricultural interest.
18
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The study pathway Sicurezza e qualità delle produzioni
agrarie (BioSiQu) (Safety and Quality of Agricultural
Production) aims specifically to train graduates to
build on their knowledge and capacity to analyse biological and agricultural systems. This will equip them
with the experience and tools to ensure and certify the
quality, safety and traceability of agricultural produce,
to apply biotechnological solutions for the production
of plant and animal organisms, to protect and safeguard the terrain and encourage biodiversity.
The study pathway Molecole bioattive (Bioactive Molecules) trains graduates to build on their knowledge
and capacity to: produce and/or characterize biomolecules of plant, animal and microbial origin, with potential interest in cosmetics, nutraceutical and/or pharmaceutical industry sectors; and to characterize the
biomolecule from a chemical and toxicological aspect
in order to evaluate their potential applications.
In detail, the MSc in Biotechnology for Agriculture, Environment and Health will enable you to:
acquire the cultural, theoretical and experimental bases of the multidisciplinary techniques that characterise biotechnological work in the fields of agriculture,
environment and health, in order to produce goods
and services through the use of biological systems;
{ become familiar with scientific methodology and its
application;
{ acquire sufficient knowledge and tools for the communication and management of information;
{ gain expertise in preparing and writing scientific papers and technical-scientific reports, both in English
and Italian, and to work in groups with a high level of
autonomy and confidence.
A further objective of the Master’s degree course is to
provide you with the possibility to gain manual skills
and competences in scientific methodologies, while
working on experimental theses.
All the teaching is combined with an equal amount of
practical work carried out in the lab and in the field.
The course academic staff all have numerous contacts
for scientific collaboration with research institutions
{

19
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and businesses which operate in the sector of agricultural biotechnology and in the sectors of research
and development in the cosmetic, nutraceutical and
pharmaceutical fields. This, therefore, guarantees the
possibility for you to understand the realities of research and business, through study trips, traineeships
and external experimental work.
Career Opportunities
As an MSc graduate in Biotechnology for Agriculture,
Environment and Health (CdLM) you will meet the
requirements for numerous job offers that come from
public and private sectors of the world of work, at a
local, national and international level.
As a graduate you will have gained a solid scientific
background, which will give you the potential to succeed in a wide variety of careers, such as:
{ biochemistry;
{ production and improvement of plants and animals
of agricultural interest;
{ reclaiming and safeguarding the environment;
{ production and chemical-toxicological characterization of bioactive molecules of plant, animal and
microbial origin for health use;
{ control and certification of staple food production
processes, and control of hygiene and sanitation levels to be used for the evaluation of the safety and
quality of staple foods, along with parameters for
quality control.
As an MSc graduate you will, furthermore, be able to
pursue advanced research in the fields of biotechnology for agriculture and the environment, and in the
design and application of biotechnologies for the
production of biomolecules of potential interest, for
example, in the nutraceutical, cosmetics and pharmaceutical sectors.
The Master’s Degree (BAAS) will give you a total of
120 credits, which will enable you to register with the
‘Ordine Nazionale dei Dottori Agronomi e Forestali’
(National Registry of Qualified Agronomists and Forestry Experts) and with the ‘Ordine Nazionale dei
Biologi’ (National Registry of Qualified Biologists), following the successful outcome of the State Exam. The
20
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Master’s Degree LM-7 is equivalent to the Master’s
Degree in Biology LM-6, in regards to participation
in state exams in the health sectors, if the curricular
requisites are met, in accordance with legislation D.I.
11/11/2011 (published in the Gazzetta Ufficiale 7 April
2012 no. 83).
An MSc degree in Biotechnology for Agriculture, Environment and Health (CdLM) you will enable you to
find employment in:
{ freelance professional and business activities;
{ research activities, in the role of researcher, senior
technician and related roles, in public research
establishments and businesses (e.g. MIUR, MIPAF, CNR, CRA, ENEA, ISS, IZS), and private institutions that deal with obtaining innovative quality
products with reduced environmental impact, and
in the production and characterization of bioactive molecules;
{ regional environmental associations (e.g. ARPA),
in the sectors of decontamination, conservation
and improvement of the environment, and in
structures for the collection of data regarding genetically modified organisms in the food chain or
in the environment;
{ centres for the certification and selection of plant
varieties (e.g. ENSE, UPOV), in the production
food and non-food plants;
{ the nutraceutical, cosmetics and pharmaceutical
industries, both in production and in distribution;
{ centres for the certification of staple food production;
{ centres for the development of bacteria and inoculative symbiotic fungi, and in the production of
molecules of plant, animal and microbial origin of
high value (proteins, vitamins, pharmaceuticals)
and in phytosanitary products;
{ international cooperatives for technological development, conservation and improvement of the
environment;
{ public and private monitoring institutes and agencies for phytosanitary control and protection of
plants;

21
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{

{

{
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the Armed Forces, in the branch of scientific investigation in the Carabinieri Corps (RIS) and in
specialised units of the Navy;
the State Forestry Corps in a technical-scientific
support role;
research facilities, consultancy and services businesses, as a nutritionist, subject to registering
with the National Registry of Qualified Biologists.
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MASTER’S DEGREE COURSE (LM-69)

AGRICULTURAL AND
ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES

Course Director
Prof. Rosario Muleo
muleo@unitus.it
0761 357532
Student Office
Dott.ssa Claudia Menghini
Tel. 0761 357263
Sig. Cosimo De Pace
Tel. 0761 357582
Education Office
Administrator
Dott.ssa Lorena Remondini
Tel. 0761 357286 - 219
dafne@unitus.it

Teaching Aims
This MSc degree course will provide you with comprehensive knowledge and specialized skills in the field
of plant and livestock production, to enable you to plan
and manage innovative practices in qualitative and
quantitative agricultural production. The course has
a systematic approach that combines the theoretical
practices and biological requirements of the species
with farm and land resources, technological means and
environmental sustainability.
The programmes share core subjects, with three study
pathways of interdisciplinary studies to enable you to
acquire specialist skills tailored to fit your needs.
The shared core subjects deal with the topics of research methodology in agriculture, innovation in and
management of agricultural and zootechnical systems,
and sustainable resource strategies in crop protection.
Other topics covered in this programme are the cultivation of high quality crops, agricultural policies, farm
management and investments analysis, agricultural
machinery and innovative land use.
The following three study pathways will enable you to
focus in greater depth on specific areas of interest:
{ Crops Module focuses on: the quality of crop production, the genetic improvement of crops, and the
production of fruit and vegetables, and viticulture;
{ Land and Economics Module focuses on: optimization of land use, job security in agriculture, and the
economics and policies of rural development;
{ Zootechnology Module focuses on: optimization
and conservation of fodder, acquisition of expertise
in the science and technology of nutrition in zootechnical systems, and on the quality of animal derived products.
For the degree to be conferred, you must acquire a total
of 120 university credits (CFU). The final exam will give
you 20 of the 120 CFU. You will also be granted 12 CFU
for a topic of your choice from among all the subjects
and training opportunities that the Department and/or
the University offers. As a graduate you will have received a thorough grounding in all the aspects necessary
to successfully practice the complex profession of agronomist.
24
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The study pathways of the two-year course and the relative structures are listed below.

Career Opportunities
The MSc course can open up a wide-range of career
opportunities as, for example:
{ agronomist in public and private institutions;
{ manager of a farm, with specific competences in agricultural production and their protection in the field
and in the post-harvest production processes, while
safeguarding the environmental and quality aspects
of the produce for consumption as fresh goods or as
basic materials in food processing:
{ manager of a livestock farm, with specific competences regarding the nutrition, hygiene and well-being of
the animals and the quality of the produce;
{ agronomist working in the sector of environmental
and landscape protection, and safety at work.
The multidisciplinary nature of this Master’s Degree will
offer you a wide range of choices, both in the running
and management of farms and livestock and agro-food
industries, and in a managerial capacity in the services
sector, in commerce and public administration.
As a graduate you will have received a thorough
background in all the aspects necessary to successfully
practice the complex profession of agronomist.
According to the national statistics institute, ISTAT,
at three years following the master’s degree, the level
of occupation of graduates was 80.5% in 2015 (data
ALMA LAUREA, Istat).

25
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MASTER’S DEGREE COURSE (LM-73)

CONSERVATION
AND RESTORATION
OF FOREST ENVIRONMENT
AND SOIL PROTECTION

26
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Course Director
Prof. Rodolfo Picchio
r.picchio@unitus.it
0761 357400
Student Office
Dott.ssa Claudia Menghini
Tel. 0761 357263
Sig. Cosimo De Pace
Tel. 0761 357582
Academic Office
Administrator
Dott.ssa Lorena Remondini
Tel. 0761 357286 - 219
dafne@unitus.it

Teaching Aims
This master’s degree course is aimed at graduates
who wish to specialise in the sectors of conservation
and redevelopment or restoration of environmental
and forest degradation. The course is unique in that it
is a blend of bio-ecological and geological-engineering
studies with a thorough grounding in forestry theory
and skills.
The course will suit you if you wish to further your studies in order to work at a managerial and supervisory
level in the sector of soil protection, forest planning
and biodiversity and landscape conservation, including the use of biotechnology, or if you wish to follow
a career in innovative sectors. Furthermore, the indepth studies that the course offers will enable you
to access the sector of technological innovation and
scientific research, for example, on a research doctorate programme.
CRAFDS (Conservation and Restoration of the Forest
Environment and Soil Protection) is the only master’s
degree course with this title, not only in Viterbo, but
also nationally as can easily be determined by comparing course study programmes.
The study pathway of this master’s degree course will
equip you with specialised knowledge and skills in the
following sectors:
{

{
{

{

{

{
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analysis and monitoring of the forest ecosystems in
mountain, hill and coastal environments;
biodiversity conservation strategies;;
sustainable management, eco-certification and
conservation of mountain, hill and coastal environment resources;;
planning and management of forest cultivation works, of reforestation and of tree cultivation for timber;
planning and management of eco-engineering
works for the prevention and mitigation of the phenomena of hydro-geological instability, the fight
against desertification and the protection of water
sources and water tables;
planning and management of eco-engineering works for the ecological improvement, reconstruction
and restoration of deteriorated environments;
DEPARTMENT HANDBOOK

analysis and evaluation of the environmental impact in mountain and forest areas;
{ ecological land development and landscape planning.
The MSc in CRAFDS offers study pathways with two
different programmes: Biodiversity - Monitoring and
Conservation and Restoration of the Environment and
Landscape.
To enrol in the CRAFDS programme you will need a
degree in or equivalent to the courses: L-21, L-25, L-32.
In addition, access to the courses is granted only to
students who have sufficient grounding (at least15
CFU) in the core subjects, such as: mathematics,
physics, botany, chemistry and genetics.
Your knowledge of the above subjects will be checked
by means of an interview with a commission, made up
of three of the master’s degree course professors.
{

Career Opportunities
The MSc in CRAFDS can offer you a wide-range of
career opportunities, for example:
• teaching;
• research in industry or at one of the many state structures, such as the State Forestry Corps or
technical military corps with specific competences
in the environmental sector;
• regional authorities, town halls, park authorities,
establishments in charge of land management activities, nature reserves;
• private environmental planning and engineering
companies;
• companies and establishments that operate in the
forestry and environmental conservation sector;
• collaborating in environmental association activities, also in relation to environmental publications
and communications;
• freelance work – an MSc graduate can register with
the Albo Professionale dei Dottori Agronomi e Forestali (National Registry of Qualified Agronomists
and Forestry Specialists.)
In general, as a CRAFDS graduate, you can expect
to be responsible for conceptualising, planning, managing, controlling, coordinating and training in all
28
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public and private structures that operate in the sectors of land planning and protection, the sustainable
management of forests and other natural resources,
in the protection, conservation and redevelopment of
the environment and nature, in particular, forest environments.
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POSTGRADUATE STUDY

RESEARCH DOCTORATES
AND MASTER’S DEGREES
Doctorate programmes currently available:

Plant and Animal
Production Sciences (SPVA)

Coordinator
Prof. Stefania Masci
masci@unitus.it
Tel. 0761357255

The general aim of this PhD course is to train researchers
who are able to carry out various aspects of research
autonomously, from conceptualising to planning and to
the realisation of a project. Specific aims relate to the
wide-ranging aspects of agricultural production, using
traditional and innovative methodologies.
To complete their training, SPVA doctoral students will
be guided in their choice of specific courses, they will
benefit from seminars, work experience in institutions
abroad, and will be actively encouraged to participate
in conventions.

Engineering for Energy
and Environment (EEE)

Coordinator
Prof. Stefano Ubertini
stefano.ubertini@unitus.it
Tel 0761357671

The principal aim of this PhD course is to equip doctoral
students with an interdisciplinary view of engineering
issues associated with energy and environment, characterized by high technological development.
The doctoral students will be employed in training and
research activities regarding the following main themes:
{ technologies for thermonuclear fusion;
{ conversion and accumulation processes of energy
in all its various forms;
{ environmental protection;
{ innovations in the fields of mechanics and agrarian
mechanics, sensor technology, bio-systems & agriculture.
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The following four doctoral courses are active at the
moment, but will be suspended when the currently
enrolled doctoral students have completed their studies:

Ecosystems and Productive Systems
Coordinator
Prof. Alessandro Sorrentino
sorrenti@unitus.it
Tel. 0761 357737

Biotecnologie Vegetali
Coordinator
Prof. Stefania Masci
masci@unitus.it
Tel. 0761 357255

Economia e Territorio
Coordinator
Prof. Alessandro Sorrentino
sorrenti@unitus.it
Tel. 0761 357737

Ortofloroarboricoltura
Coordinator
Prof. Giuseppe Colla
giucolla@unitus.it
Tel. 0761 357536
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First level Master’s Degree in
Enogastronomic Management,
Development and Promotion
Interdepartmental Master’s
Courses
DIBAF - DEIM - DAFNE
DISUCOM - DEB
Location
DIBAF
Director
Diana De Santis
Contacts
desdiana@unitus.it
Tel. 0761 357371

The objectives of the Master’s Degree course are:
{ to train graduates to become specialised professionals, highly requested in the current job market,
with multidisciplinary skills, able to recognise, understand, evaluate and interpret, in a correct and
expert manner, the quality of the produce and of the
enogastronomic activities, and to develop an efficient strategy for promoting and adding value to the
produce;
{ to supply the necessary tools to equip students
with high level communicative techniques, and to
encourage a conscious regard for the quality of food
and drink, essential for the successful completion of
evaluation, promotion or management activities.
The Master’s course will suit you if you are interested
in working or already operate in the food production
chain or in the services industries, but also if you carry out freelance support activities in those fields, or if
you wish to take up a professional activity in the field of
communication and journalism, specialised in tourism
or enogastronomy.
The Master’s course is organised in three general areas
and structured with various modules, for a total of 60
CFU:
{ Macro area 1
Communication and advertising module:
for a total of 7 CFU
{ Macro area 2
Economics, management and quality module:
for a total of 7 CFU
{ Macro area 3
Agro-food module:
for a total of 10 CFU
{ Practical work and workshops:
per un totale di 10 CFU
{ Visits to companies, planning and analysis of case
studies, communication and marketing:
for a total of 16 CFU
This master’s programme offers the possibility of ta32
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king single subjects, so that you can tailor the course
to suit your needs. For example: you have your own
business and you wish to develop the technical, marketing or management aspects, for other professional
or cultural reasons, you do not have the necessary
entry qualification (three-year bachelor’s degree or
equivalent), or you do not intend to follow the whole
study programme.
It will be possible to enrol on single or multiple course
modules, without having to complete the whole master’s programme. If you wish to enrol on the master’s
course in order to be awarded an MSc degree, the entry requirements are a three-year bachelor’s degree in
any discipline, either humanities or sciences.
The postgraduate degree, Master’s in Enogastronomic Management, Development and Promotion, will
be awarded on sufficient attendance of lessons, and
the successful outcome of the course exams and the
final exam or assessment.
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ADMINISTRATION OFFICES
AND STUDENT SERVICES

Student Office

Aule Informatica

segrstuddafne@unitus.it
Administrators
Dott.ssa Claudia Menghini
tel. 0761 357263 - claudia.menghini@unitus.it
Cosimo de Pace
tel. 076 1357582 - cosimodepace@unitus.it

Indirizzo
Dafne Education Office,
Via S. Camillo de Lellis snc, Viterbo
Administrator
Dott. Pierangelo Bondi - piero.b@unitus.it

Academic Office

The library is located in the ex Faculty of Agricultural
Sciences
Via S. Camillo de Lellis
Tel. 0761 357512 - agbib@unitus.it
Director
Dott.ssa Maria Grazia Franceschini
Opening Hours to the public
From Monday to Friday 09:00 a.m. – 07:00 p.m.

Viterbo Campus
dafne@unitus.it
Director
Dott.ssa Lorena Remondini
tel. 0761 357286 - remondini@unitus.it
Administrators
Dott.ssa Patricia Gutiérrez
tel. 0761 357219 - gutierrez@unitus.it
Dott.ssa Emilia Gitto
tel. 0761 357247 - emiliagitto@unitus.it
Cittaducale Campus, Rieti
(Sabina Universitas)
Administrator
Sig.ra Raffaella Cocco
tel. 0746 690027 - 253334
s.cittaducale@unitus.it

Libraries

Work Placement
Ground floor, ex Faculty of Agricultural Sciences
Via S.C. De Lellis snc
Administrator
Prof. Massimo Cecchini - cecchini@unitus.it

Erasmus
First floor, ex Faculty of Agricultural Sciences
Via S. Camillo de Lellis snc
Administrator
Prof. Elena Di Mattia dimattia@unitus.it
(Education Office on Ground floor, ex Faculty of
Agricultural Sciences)
Dott.ssa Emilia Gitto emiliagitto@unitus.it
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ACADEMIC
CALENDAR

First Semester
Lessons start
Lessons end
Christmas holidays start
Christmas holidays end

26 September 2016
22 December 2016
23 December 2016
8 January 2017

Lessons start
Lessons end
Easter holidays start
Easter holidays end

27 February 2017
1 June 2017
14 April 2017
18 April 2017

Second Semester

Exam sessions
Winter session
9 January 2017 - 24 February 2017
Summer session
5 June 2017 - 28 July 2017
Autumn session
28 August 2017 - 29 September 2017
35

DEPARTMENT HANDBOOK

USEFUL
INFORMATION
DAFNE and research
The Department of Science and Technology for Agriculture, Forests, Nature and Energy (www.dafne.unitus.it)
is a study and research centre, which is renowned both
nationally and internationally for its numerous and wideranging competences in the field of agricultural and forestry sciences and agricultural biotechnology.
The research activities cover the complete range of agricultural and environmental sciences, forestry and natural
sciences, agricultural biotechnology, and forestry and
environmental conservation and restoration. Specifically,
researchers and teaching staff operate in the following 10
research areas:
{

{
{

{

{
{

{
{
{

{

Agro-ecosystems for herbaceous, vegetable and flower crops in nurseries;
Agricultural biotechnology;
Molecular and environmental botany, and landscape
conservation;
Economy and politics of agricultural and food production, of land and forests, and farmland appraisal and
accounting;
Forest and agrarian systems engineering;
Innovations in tree cultivation for fruit and timber, in
nurseries and in agro-forest genetics;
Agro-forest pathology, entomology and microbiology;
Land planning and management;
Planning, management and restoration of forest environments;
Animal production and sciences.

Although the individual research fields and competences
are distinct from each other, the research groups interact
closely with each other, giving the activities a marked interdisciplinary feel.
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HERBARIUM MUSEUM OF TUSCIA
Scientific Administrator
Prof. Anna Scoppola
Contacts
Tel. 0761 357244 - 357490
erbario@unitus.it
www.erbario.unitus.it

The Herbarium of Tuscia is one of the three university
herbariums in Lazio, which was added to the network
of Viterbo City Museums and the University Museum
System. It is located at DAFNE, in the basement of the
ex Faculty of Agrarian Sciences.
Up to the present day it conserves 34,000 examples
of dried plants. In addition, it boasts a library of over
150 volumes, a computerised archive, and specialised
equipment for collecting, drying and mounting plants,
plus equipment for the conservation and digitised archiving of scientific examples and those collected by students.
The Herbarium constitutes the register of plant species
and the starting point for the verification of new specimens and critical identification of those already known.
It is also the location for expertise, where academics
come to exchange information, in addition to studying,
viewing, acquiring or exchanging more significant findings.
With the heritage that it conserves and that is constantly increasing, and thanks to scientific research and
excellent collections put together by students, the Herbarium promotes information on plant diversity and allows us to perceive the incredible richness and variety
of plants, while gaining useful information about their
growth habits.
The Herbarium promotes traineeships, theses and other
educational activities, including the competition to recognise dried plants, which is accessible online and has
reached its 6th edition. Students who study botany have
the opportunity to gain university credits here.

WWW.UNITUS.IT
WWW.DAFNE.UNITUS.IT
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